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{ggS^V.WM# medical 

Monday in federal district 
i, l^that they believe that 
a relationship between 


lomey. Dr. Ross said that his 
bimiiar to skin which did not se- observations were based on his 


^Itree medical men testified i 
Monday in federal district courtj 
there 
between ciga- 

pfe^-^^tette smoking and lung cancer. 
..* ^ f, i Their testimony came in the 

trial of a case in which a Hous- 
I'i*' ton, Tex., widow is suing two to* 
k baccb companies, claiming that! 

\ " v ■?■~i>- the death of her husband in 1955; 

?v from lung cancer was due to 
I S =« £?Ids heavy smoking/ , 

' -4'•'• The witnesses called by the 
* S**. 'iHomeys for the plaintiff as 
‘the trial entered its second week 
Included Dr. Charles Ross, chief 
-■.I-Gf thoracic surgery at the Ros- 
' * "S. Well Park Memorial Institute in 

- .--Vv Buffalo, N. Y.; Dr. Suk Chul 
Chang, a members of the path- 
Clogy department at the Univer- 
aity of Toronto, and Dr. William 
■'L. Watson, chief of the thoracic 
mirgical service at the New 
*&*'}>• York Memorial Hospital for 

[<■__£ - Cancer. 

'■ \t- . •*- Under direct examination by 

/-■ <,** H. Alva Brumfield, one of the 

. plaintiff's attorneys. Dr. Ros6 

** *> described results of tests made 

*T * with automatic smoking ma¬ 

chines through which tars w ere 
'extracted from five popular 
brands of cigarettes. 

CIUA DESTROYED 
‘ He said that the tars were ap¬ 
plied to the respiratory epithe¬ 
lium of dogs and within a few 
weeks the cilia of the bronchial 
tubes had been destroyed and! 


Crete mucous. If no further ap*| 
plication were made he testi¬ 
fied, the bronchial tubes gradu¬ 
ally reverted to normal. 

The witness explained that 
the cilia are tiny hair-like ob-l 
jects' which line the bronchial 
tubes and act to sweep out im¬ 
purities. ' 

He also stated that his tests 
revealed that the tars extracted 
from all of the popular brands 
of. cigarettes tested were sim- 
[liar. A ! v;*\ • 

Better than 90 per cent of the 
Jlung cancer patients he ob¬ 
served, Dr. Ross said, have 
been smokers, including those 
who had cancers which are not 
connected with smoking. Of 
[those who had epidermoid can¬ 
cers, 98 per cent were smokers 


and.in.the past year he has seeni|, now - taccHanic j- o( u, c 
[only two patients with this typej chanst , "We don't pretend to 
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own clinical studies. 

He explained that in the ani¬ 
mal experiments the tar was 
applied to the trachea of the 
dogs used with a small piece of 
sponge which replaced a por¬ 
tion of the trachea. The sponge 
was saturated with the tar, he 
£aid. 

Dr. Ross said that he does 
not contend that the experi-| 
ments simulated human smok-j 
jng habits and that other di¬ 
seases can produce the same 
Changes seen in the dogs., 
RESEARCH SINCE '55 

When questioned by Theodore 
Kiend!, another defense at 
torney, the doctor said that he 
does not know the single cause 
which will turn a cell malign¬ 
ant. He said: that he does not 


[of cancer who were not smokers, 
the witness asserted 
"In my opinion • cigarette 1 
smoking Is a causative factor 
in. epidermoid cancer of the 
lung,” he told the court. 

BASED ON STUDIES 
After he was read a personal 
jhistory of the plaintiff’s hus¬ 
band; including his smoking 
habits over a period of 55 years, 
ipr. Ross said: "Assuming he 
Smoked many cigarettes a day 
for as long a period as he did 
t would assume it was a causa¬ 
tive factor in his lung cancer.' 

Under cross-examination byj 
Frederick Haas, a defense at- 
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know what goes on 
dividual cellj" he said. 

Dr. Chang told the court that 1 
he has been i doing cancer re¬ 
search since 1953 and has done 
much research on the change in 
the mucous membranes of hum¬ 
ans. most of it from post mortem 
autopsies but some after lung 
removal operations. 

He said that he is the inventor 
of a special method of remov¬ 
ing the mucous lining of the 
bronchia] tubes so that it can 
be studied on microscopic 
slides. The pathologist told the 
court that he has examined 
over 12,000 such slides since 
1953, 

EXHIBITS SLIDES 

He first became interested in' 
lung work in his native Korea 
where the incidence of tuber¬ 
culosis was very high, he as¬ 
serted. 

During his testimony he ex¬ 
hibited 19 photo microscopic 
slides of tissues and i described 
the changes which he contended 
takes place in the cell structure 
when the person smokes ciga¬ 
rettes. 

■ No one knows the exact origin 
or mechanism of the develop¬ 
ment of a cancerous cell, he 
testified, but he said: that he 
believes that the changes which 
he pointed out on the slides and 
are precancerous are caused by 
cigarette smoking. 


Dr. Chang testified that .1 
study of 132 cases of lung cancer ;.' J 
revealed; that 130 of them were 
Smokers and from the history v 

of the plaintiff’! husband, the ^ 

Witness said that he believes 
'that the amount of his imoking 
caused his cancer. 'V.. TV 

SEES UM CASES ’ y * 

; On cross - examination, Kiendl 
[brought oat ; from the witness that : 
lonly three of the slides shown . . 
were from non-smokers and that -- 
even many non-smoker* show the *. 1 - 
formation of epidermoid cancer. 

Dr. Watson described the New ; 
York hospital with which he is: 
associate as the largest cancer 
research and treatment center in 
the world and said that between 
1926 and 1957- he has seen 3334 
cases of lung cancer. * 

His first clinical experiments 
on the relationship be^v#*en can- ; 
cer and smoking were begun in 
1950, he testified. 

A sampling of 700'patients in 
an 18-month period, he said, re¬ 
vealed that 301 had lung cancer 
and of that number; 98.1 per cent 
were smokers. 

T have a firm conviction that 
smoking is one of the major, if • * 

not the most Important factor," _ t \ 
he asserted. 

HEAT HELD FACTOR . 

For the average person. 10 to. 

20 cigarettes for a period of 20 
years is a "a real risk, a serious 
handicap so far as the possibility 
of developing lung cancer com¬ 
pared to a similar man Dvirg 
in a similar environment U con¬ 
cerned.’' - 

The heat of a cigarette gen¬ 
erated by a fast smoker is also 
fr factor, he asserted. "I never 
said any particular person had a 
pancer- caused by smoking. There 
are certainly factors, additivexac¬ 
tors, and: smoking is one of these 
factors," he added. 

This witness also connected the 
plaintiff's husband's death with 
his smoking habits. 

The suit on trial was brought 
by Mrs. Victoria St. Pierre Lar¬ 
tigue. formerly a resident of 
Franklin, lor the death of her 
husbandj Frank J. Lartigue. The 
defendants are the Liggett and 
Myers Tobacco Company and the 
R. J. Reynold* Tobacco Company. 


V; 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/qxbm0000 


1003543366 


